Mudal Azhwars and the concept of Purushakaratvam of
Sri

The Nalayira DivyaPrabhandam comprising the four thousand
sweet verses in Tamil by the twelve Azhwars Saints of TamilNadu
is a special Tamil heritage of immense philosophic and literary
value. It 1s accepted and treated as equal to the Vedas and the
Upanishads, the scriptures sacred to all Hindus. It is the loving
experience of the Divine poured out in ecstatic poetry in the
vernacular by the wise sages who revelled in the Divine and were
immersed in the depths of the ocean of Divine Love. It inspired the
great philosopher teacher Sri Ramanuja (1017-1137 CE) to
propound the Visishta Advaitam "the Qualified Non-Dualism".

The authors of this unique collection of poetry generally hailed
from the region surrounding the major rivers (Cauvery,
Tamarabarani and Palaru) coursing through Tamil Nadu. Although
they were from different walks of life and lived at different times,
their mystic experience and their philosophical views were quite
unique and similar. For them the causal principle underlying all
existence is Sriman Narayana (meaning the support and abode of
all souls) with all glorious and auspicious attributes, the most
important attribute being His Compassion personified in his chest
as "Sri". All of the cosmos is like the body of the Lord and the
Lord is the life and soul of the physical world. The unconditional
compassion (Nirhetuka Kripa) of the Lord is the means for
liberation and the Lord is thus the goal and the means to the goal.

The origin of the Nalayira Divya Prabhandam can be traced to one
eventful stormy night when three of the pioneers among the
Azhwars, called the Mudal Azhwars, namely Sri Poikai Muni, Sri
Bhudat Azhwar and Sr1 Pei Azhwar, met and came to share a
common shelter from the storm in the confines of a narrow
corridor (@emL a1fl) at the entrance of a small house in the village



called Thirukkovalur on the banks of Pennai river. Sri Poikai
Azhwar himself in his Mudal Thiruvandhadhi records this event.

B SlHus@Eho Bletomuned ... Smoj LEGsteusd
BewLaHGw LMl ufles] (Mudal Thiruvandhadhi 86).

Thirukkovalur is one of the 108 Divya desas or holy shrines of the
Lord. The Lord resident in this holy shrine is known as Trivikrama
(Ulagamalandha Perumal). The story pertains to the incarnation of
the Lord as Vamana when he came in the form of a celibate dwarf
in order to repossess the worlds taken over from Indra, the chief of
the celestials by the demon king Maha Bali. Vamana asked for
three spaces as measured by his feet and when it was granted He
changed His form to cosmic proportions (Trivikrama) and took the
three giant strides to measure the worlds. This legend is well
known. (&if swflugn3 eflesyGuo "Trivikrama by three steps covered

all the worlds" — Yajur Veda — Ashta 2-8-16). The Lord is
believed to have taken His abode in this holy kshetra (the holy
place) acceding to the prayers of the sage Mrigandu in a bygone
age.

On the stormy night in question when these three great devotees
met, Lord Trivikrama from the local shrine along with His consort
Sri (desiring to mingle with them) took His abode in their midst
remaining invisible. All the three however felt a strange pressure in
the small space and wondered who the intruder could be. Then the
first among the three sages, Sri Poikai muni began singing the
glory of the Lord as manifested in the cosmos lighting a lamp with
the shining Sun as the flame, the Earth as the vessel and the
surrounding oceans as the oil and offered it as a garland of one
hundred verses in the andhadhi style.
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(Mudal Thiruvandhadhi 1)

This helped to dispel the outer darkness.

Then the second of the three sages, Sri Bhudat Azhwar lighted a
lamp of knowledge (epnesr&aLy ellerd@) with devotion as the
base, love as the oil, the sweet mind as the wick and the knowing
self as the shining flame offering all of them in the form of a
garland of verses to the Lord again in a similar andhadhi style.

Siest BL Haeflum S5jeuGL O BLIWLINS
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(Irandaam Thiruvandhadhi 1)

This dispelled the inner darkness as well and the Lord could no
longer remain invisible.

The third Azhwar Sri Pei Azhwar described the resulting Divine
vision with another garland of one hundred verses beginning with
the statement

Bl(m&aemTCLer eLmew Closs] w16 Sl (Lold
S(HESeT sl BIDpE SHTCLer - & (HaHSleT(HD
ownsst ssrmfl HesorCLss LYfIFBISE! 668856001 L6
6160 sor M0l esTOTSTOTETT LIT6Vlent m))
(Moondraam Thirivandhadhi 1)

"I saw Sri, the divine Mother first with my ocean like Lord. Then I
saw His beautiful resplendent Form effulgent like the sun, with the



dazzling discus fierce in battle in one hand and the curved conch in
the other"

Sri Venkata Natha or Vedanta Desika, the philosopher scholar of
the 13 th century CE, and the most famous Acharya of Sri
Vaishnava tradition was inspired by this event and the works of
these great and ancient Bhaktas (Adhi Bhaktas) to glorify the Lord
who appeared in the narrow corridor in the threshold of a house
(@eoL sl - Cxp3amer” in Sanskrit) in the form of a stotra called

the "Sri Dehaleesa Stuti" (referred to by the author). He
metaphorically characterizes their beatific vision in one of the
verses.

srenm Ujeu sl (ps&sw ellofs3 Qb
Lisooreoolm HEL&ng enri4a3eniw pGsm LISanrenGs
SausLs3 usH3w wgH4rl Haup3hHiu CLTds3EL
BB enomETUS] HISH FJSSITSe0 (7)

The metaphor is as follows. The Lord Trivikrama of Thirukkovalur
is like the plush sugar cane growing on the banks of the river
Pennar. The three great poets were great devotees who had no
other desires except the sweet nectar of the Lord's lotus feet. When
they were intensely expressing their devotion, they were like the
three wheels in the sugar crane crusher, squeezing out the sweet
sugar cane juice from the sugar cane. Thus came out the Lord's
(eenver vSeow) Sausheelya guna (His gracious condescension).

This resulted in the formation of a new form of sugar, like mixing
honey with the sugar cane juice producing a rich and sweet
experience of the Divine. This is a fascinating and apt description
of what was revealed through Sri Pei Azhwar in his Moondraam
Thiruvandhadhi. When the beatific vision of the Supreme Person
Narayana was actualized, His inseparable Consort Sri was seen
first in His golden Form.



Sri Poikai Piran (@g OILIMLIENS ShLHEUNTT):

Sri Poikai Piran lived in the Dwaapara Age. He was the first of the
Mudal Azhwars. He is said to have been born in a lotus flower in a
pond (poikai) near &lmeweu.".a&r (Thiruvekha) temple in

Kanchipuram. He was the amsa (incarnation) of the Pancha Janya
or the Conch of Sriman Narayana. His Avataara took place on
Bl(mBeunssord (Thiruvonam Nakshatram) in the month of UL

(Ippasi) (Tula). His work s gl(Heubsrs (Mudal
Thiruvandadhi) like the similar works by his two companion
Azhwars, is also set in the andadhi style where the end word or the
syllable of each verse becomes the beginning word of the
succeeding verse. The end word of the hundredth verse becomes,
in turn, the beginning of the first verse, making the hundred verses
a true garland of verses. Azhwar sees the Purushottama (the
Supreme Person) in the Lord of the seven hills, Who is ever
resident in the hearts of those who think of Him.

2 6ITEU SHETOILMIL  [H66T 61607 6HBF 2.5 SHL06168T 687 (1) 1D
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"My good heart, The Supreme being is for ever with us. He resides
forever in the hearts of those who remember him. Know too, that
He who rests on the waves of the milk ocean and is present on the
Venkata hill, is forever there in the inner recesses of your being".

(1

(1) Sri Poikai Azhwar's Mudal Thiruvandhadhi. Text with free translation by
Sri.N.Rajagopalan, 1999, Chennai, published by Sri.N.Rajagopalan




Sri Bhudat Azhwar (i} Usggmpeuns):

Sri Bhudat Azhwar was the second of the Mudal Azhwars. His
Avataara took place in l(Bh&sHL60 WwWeOem0 (Mahabalipuram), the
day after that of Sri Poikai Azhwar namely on Siell L (Avittam
Nakshatram) in the Tula month. He was considered as the amsa
(incarnation) of the Mace or Gada of Vishnu, born in a blue lilly.
The work of this Azhwar is @pewiLmd &lmeupsnsl (Irandaam
Thiruvandadhi) which is a poetic piece of high literary beauty and
depth.

The Azhwar points to the grace of the Lord as the underlying cause
of the entire spiritual process.

SimeT Uflbs fheng SiguwimjCusd eneus g

oLt s gl s @GO aIGLTg- BmeTSIflhg)
CrradlCarer CrTahdl Blenes HEHeo SiGI6P6u0TSHLO6VLD
65| CevT 6u7 6T6TT EETT LD AEICHTT [ Gl. (59)

"When the Lord cast His benevolent glance at us, His devotees,
showering on us the grace of constant remembrance, making some
substance out of mere straw, my ignorance dispelled, I looked
closely at the reality of God and Self, and meditated on His Feet
resembling the lotus flower. I then offered my soul to those feet
without a thought of any other recourse”. (2)

(2) Sri Bhutat Azhwar's Irandam Thiruvandhadhi. Text with free translation by
N.Rajagopalan, 2002, Chennai, Published by Sri.N.Rajagopalan



Sri Pei Azhwar(ufCLiwmpeun):

Sri Pei Azhwar 1s considered an "amsa" of the Lord's Nandaka, the
Sword of Sri Maha Vishnu. He was born in the Dwapara age, in
the Tula month in the asterism of Satabhishak. He is believed to
have been born in a red lilly in a well that is attached to the
AdhiKesava temple in Mylapore in Chennai. One can see that well
even today where there is a temple garden. He was known as
Bhraanta —Yogi or Pei Azhwar since he was intoxicated by love of
God.

"CLWCy 6T &G wmeu(hH, WGy CLWIGST 6TeuFSHESID. . .
GLwermus PPIHCHesr erwollynenisGs " (Perumal Thirumozhi 3-8).
"All people seem to my mind to be crazy, even as all consider me
mad. I am content to be mad after the Lord".

His bhakti 1s considered "Supreme Devotion" or Parama bhakti.
The MoondraamThiruvandhadhi gives us a unique view of the
Azhwar's heart and his intense devotion. In several verses, he
instructs actively his mind and heart to follow him in his worship
of the Lord and His kalyana gunas. All his sense organs follow his
love of the Lord.

STETT HMelsvoren ell(HUL|D SHewrser SHSlflevE,

LisoTL M S0 Sies emser Gossf] - LimsoorasL

EILMl6D LIMY. 66T DML OSMEISHE0TET QFWEILITY)

Speoung. wmoegmupgw ens. (Moondram Thiruvandhadhi -35).

"My eyes hearken "See behold the golden frame of the Lord
wearing dazzling jewels and garlands". Like the humming bees
hovering around the garlands, my lips crave to sing in tune His
glories and hands fold in prayer. Worship His crimson feet thus in
all manner ". (3)

(3). Sri Pei Azhwar's Moonram Thiruvandhadhi. Text with free translation by. Sri.
N.Rajagopalan,2004, Chennai, published by.N.Rajagopalan.



The uniqueness of the Moondraam Thiruvandhadhi lies in the
clear expression of Sriyapatitvam of the Lord as well as the
Purushakaaratvam of Sri.

Sri Poikai Piran as well as Sri Bhudat Azhwar also indicate these
in their works. In Mudal Thiruvandhadhi, Sri Poikai Piran refers to
Sriyapatitvam many a time, and declares, that the inner
consciousness revolves around the Consort of Lakshmi,

OILIWI(BE SH(HRISLGL CHTSHGM| RevorL]

21(HE SSITeuCsr CBTaEWw--- 2ufl(HLD

H(HLEn6T G CHTSHGW - P6T SMoenTTeT CHer e
¢(meuenssT G CHTSH G 2 6016y (Mudal Thiruvandhadhi —67)

"The river naturally flows towards the ocean with the surging
waves. The beautiful lotus blossoms facing the rising sun in the
sky. The life force looks for the deity of death at the end of life.
Similarly the inner consciousness is naturally aware of the consort
of Lakshmi residing in the lotus"

and those who worship Him find their way to liberation
(plysrensrg g llunysdleoensy  SlmwomGeo Bl srig emiw
eupSliumy sneswruy euydl — Mudal Thiruvandhadhi -75).

Sri Bhudat Azhwar refers to "Sri" in many verses in [randaam
Thiruvandhadhi and declares that the grace of Sri brings the vision
of the golden Form of the Lord even before the Lord's own grace

Sevod SPIHMTHE0 BN EHSHSHTL LT TED

TBT6ToTLI Li(H6W06S DTeL BresoiGo - GLisoollss

S(IHLOMEDEVLI QLTS Goesl 1SMLLT(pesT ST (hld

Sl(HTewev BEIGZET &Ik - (Irandaam Thiruvandhadhi —56)



" When intense desire to have vision of the Lord grows into a
passion, how can one curb the same and appear not impatient.
Even before the Lord chooses to bestow the vision of His golden
Form, Sri the divine Mother will reveal that to us"

Sl(HUEIENS Bl M(HEHL OSWIeD HTeUTHES S

S(Hlom SHewLLiLlgblesr sewrie] - o flemiowimed

JHSICeMD LTS S\(IHbSL5H603 6THenSELIT

BIOPlensws G5 1eCy B (Irandaam Thiruvandhadhi — 57)

Sri Pei Azhwar however begins his andhadhi with a declaration at
the very outset "&l(m&aewrGL6vr ,e1Lmes Closs(] sewtCLes . He first

saw "Thiru" which stands for "Sri" in Tamil and then only he
mentions that he saw the golden Form of the Lord. Sri Pei Azhwar
confirms Sri Bhudat Azhwar's assertion stated above. Finally Sri
Pei Azhwar ends his Moondraam Thiruvandhadhi indicating the
easy accessibility of Sri Lakshmi's grace for us,

&6y BSOS MID FHBTHBMET H6U0T(HML &
SMTEUTLY EUEHITLOMTLISS SIS (PWBIGLD - ST HS
eunsTLo(F, Ll6wT 65160 EUETT ST 61 6(LEISHE00T
Ggeurio(pHid LGLoed &, 100.

" The glorious mother Lakshmi is held close in His heart by the
discus wielding Lord Who has the chest wide as the mountain
adorned by the cool Tulasi garland. She is like the permanent
lightning streak in the dense dark clouds in the skies. She has long
beautiful lotus eyes and is seated on the honey laden lotus flower.
She is our refuge now and for ever".



The concept of ''Sri'':

The concept of "Sri" in Visishta Advaitam has been extensively
commented upon by eminent Vaishanava Acharyas including
Yamuna, Sri Ramanuja, Parasara Bhattar, Nanjiyar and Venkata
Natha. Sri Yamuna sings the glory of "Sri" in four verses
(Chatusloki) and the stotras of other Acharyas more or less follow
the idea from these. Sri Nanjiyar's commentary on Sri Suktam is
considered as an authoritative treatise. In the Dvaya Mantra
Adhikara of Srimad Rahasya Traya Saram, Sri Vedanta Desika
commenting on the meaning of Sriman Narayana quotes the
following sloka (of Sri Arulala Perumal Emperumanar)

"Spaiflesoren gl ElEHEBHTEITID SHST EHT6T LIToUSLD
Cammamyw sniflu Eprgeum epnsHeutun Lds3eunss amifl:

"The knowledge of a qualified object is possible only through the
attribute. So knowing first Sri who is an Aakara or Visheshana, the
Aakari or Visheshya — the Lord is to be known".

He then gives six derivative meanings of the word "Sri"
(Shreeyathe meaning She is sought, Srayathe meaning She seeks
the Lord for the protection of the jivas, Srunoti meaning She
listens, Sraavayathi meaning She makes the Lord listen, Srunaathi
meaning She destroys the faults of the devotees and Sreenaathi
meaning She fills the worlds with her gunas which further
illustrate her Purushakaaratvam.

Sri or MahaLakshmi is co-eternal with the Lord and ever
resident in the chest of the Lord. She not only acts to bring the
grace of the Lord to the jiva but also actively helps in the
redemption of the individual souls. In this role, She is
considered as a compassionate mediator (Purushakaara



Bhoothai). The Acharyas point not only to the Vedas but also to
the Azhwars' works as evidence or the Pramaana for this.

anf 1o& & vansibvdd Lgkewer (Purusha Sooktam 2-6)
" For Thee, Bhoo Devi and Sri Devi are two consorts" The second
& (conjunction) indicates indirectly Neela Devi.

In Sri Suktam we find Sri described as the Sovereign of all the
souls  (r&eurf enjeuldsmmmo). In Vishnu Purana, the most
authoritative among all the Puranas and so termed Purana Ratnam
(jewel among the Puranas), Sri is described as the divine mother
who is eternal (Blgw), inseparable from the Lord (Sipunullesfl) and
all pervasive (snJeus3s:).

Sri 1s the personification of compassion or Daya. Bhoo represents
Bhoomi Devi who stands for forgiveness (Kshama) and Neela
Devi is of the nature of enchanting beauty and represents the
Lord's anubhava —sukham and 1is also personification of
forgiveness or kshama.

Azhwars's verses also refer to all the three consorts of the Lord.

B)(1HL08(SHLD ,L06TTTLOS (STHID SHLIDS(EHD C& hSHTe0
(Mudal Thiruvandhadhi-42),

Qsvt 5lemewoTL LIGI0g SOV LDS6EMT &6 S (GHID B)\evr Lisvr
BoLellger sSlenmelss  Heo Glewewor b LTewed  HLILlew eme
H6oT SSlemm (Periya Thirumozhi 2-3-5)

Sri Thirumazhisai Piran addresses the Lord,

276 Sleltd PHSE! 60T 6T D6US G 2558
(Thirucchandaviruttam -29), meaning "O' Lord, Thou art united
with the divine mother Lakshmi who for ever resides in Thy heart,
"eunesumeney Caereunr Slerawynef] eresr Ga:FeuGer (Naanmukan



Thiruvandhadhi -59) meaning "O' the Lord of Sri Lakshmi, whose
halo adds lustre to Thee ". He further defines Brahman as the entity
where Sri resides.

Smpplerp usHD Fpellg eTErCOIIT S BleT NS0T S
GEODLILIT. S, Bles m Oy 6u6sT &Iif sirest (Naanmukan
Thiruvandhadhi -62).

Sri Parasara Bhattar (1123-1151 CE) makes a similar statement,
siummst3  ydwmbGeur wgBufl umd L3ranw 5348 (Sri
Gunaratna Kosha -30) meaning whichever entity gets most of the
grace of the divine mother Lakshmi that entity becomes Para
Brahman. Thus, Sriman Narayana is Para Brahman since Sri
resides in His heart.

Also Sri Nammazhwar refers to Narayana as  gl(mwsemmy
gefla8aereusst in Thiruvaimozhi (1-6-9). He further points to the
fact that her grace could remove the effects of the binding karma
Geufl s YeweSmLmet eflewer 57&@GCw (Thiruvaimozhi 4-5-
11). Azhwars make it immensely clear that the divine couple is the
supreme goal (Prapya ugmaw) for rendering eternal divine service

and also they serve as the Upaya or the means. Her grace
automatically brings the goal of eternal divine service Seuwriomw
&MCer emaS b (Mudal thiruvandhadhi- 43). The famous
Saranaagati verse by Sri  Nammazhwar Si&60&le0Cevest
Bemmwiewoss | SieFCed LIS 2.6om wrjur (Thiruvaimozhi 6-
10-10), in the act of self surrender made to the Lord of
Thiruvenkatam is considered by the Sri Vaishnava Acharyas as the
most appropriate example to follow for spiritual aspirants since it
is made to the Lord of Sri invoking first the grace of Sr1i who is
eternally resident in the chest of the Lord. In the Saranaagati
Gadyam Sri Ramanuja first humbly approaches the divine Mother

Sri and after gaining her grace only makes his surrender to the
Lord.



However, the very first expression of Sriyapatitvam and
Purushakaaratvam of Sri goes to Sri Pei Azhwar. " gyeoreufl
Cuflmer Kmis Gendl GCaneim GELWLET —OFH(LHITEMNVS
STILILSG Sl(HoHHeniCLss eTereyemrss G5Geu" (Sri Vedantha
Desika in Prabhandha Saram).

When all ignorance vanished and the Divine Light began to shine,
Sri Pei Azhwar's description of his direct perception of the Lord,
(s EMyHeaun) of the Lord, revealed Sri first. As pointed out
by the author, the state reached by Sri Pei Azhwar is described by
Sri Periavacchaan Pillai as the highest and the most mature state of
Parama Bhakti resulting in " Bhagavat svarupa Saakshaa
kaaratvam" or direct perception of the Divine. In the words of Sri
Periyavacchaan Pillai, "SL60608 &ewoiLeuesr SAHM(G6T (SHETOILIT6u
W& 5 LrellssTFlsemersHeaflsH60 Hemi(h 2.58@EWwTCLTG" it is
like the person who saw the ocean perceiving and enjoying all the
pearls and the gems that are hidden in it.

Sri Pei Azhwar points out to us from his own experience that the
Lord's grace is assured for us (SimermasmflCn <hedllensvy Guosd

Slesrm)| ... — verse 19) and He will take His abode in the minds

of those who love Him and who think of Him. Azhwar describes
his own mind and heart as good since they were along with him in
his path of love divine.

Mudal Azhwars and The Lord of Thiruvenkatam:

Sri Pei Azhwar experiences the Lord as enshrined in the various
holy shrines (Archa Form of the Lord). Among these, however, the
Lord of Thiruvenkatam appears to be his favourite, very similar to
the other two of his companions in Bhakti. Sri Poikai Piran sings
on the Lord of Thiruvenkatam in at least 10 of the verses in the



Mudal Thiruvandhadhi (ellener &&L_eor bhgels@Ew Ceuris G -
verse 26; L(WOSTEIMID 6uMINg  euswTsoiGl  allssr Qs (h& @10
IDEUTETOTET &~ & [meeT SHGaumsLd -  verse  76;
OeusITerT S SlenieTermenid CouEizL_ & 8 Guowimgnid
2 erergSlenieemnes -verse 99) and Sri Bhudat Azhwar also is
fond of Thiruvenkatam as seen in his verses in the [lrandaam
Thiruvandhadhi. (06w g glewemnes CeuRISHL HSMET LOTHLEVOTET —
verse 28; GeumisL G wmd ef(mwLw eeupL -verse 53). Sri Pei
Azhwar on the other hand refers to Thiruvenkatam in 19 of the 100
verses. Azhwar confirms that the Lord of all, the inner controller of
this earth, the all pervasive Lord, He from whom all the Vedas
emanated, the One who forms the meaning and the substance of
the Vedas, the Lord of the eternal realm, the Lord of
Thiruvenkatam has taken His abode in His heart

Weopeunuibs eeusterssmell ellermiasmellBy CeumisL &gmes
2 erer g Slevr e Cer 2 ewerr —verse 39). It is of interest to note that
Sri  Thirumangai Azhwar calls the Lord of Thiruvenkatam
"QFhsblp LT(heuny eusimiGWw Gseuy”, referring to the Mudal
Azhwars and their Thiruvandhadhies. (Periya Thirumozhi 11-8-2).
Sri Thirumangai Azhwar refers here to Mudal Azhwars as
"eFhsblp ur(heur" admiring the literay beauty of their Tamil
Verses.

Azhwar's words confidently reiterate the way the Lord was made
captive in his heart where He began to reside continually without
interruption. He states that he achieved this by a meticulous search
guided by the bright lamp of knowledge of true understanding that
the Lord is the way.

2 11§ lewory Gleuewt gpid Perflosmer allersCanml

D6USH HEUEHET [HTLY. 6UMEVLILI(LHCHe --- GG Hewr Geu
Blesi presr (i hSNew Sl_hSnewr 616w Q60T €H &S Sl
EILITETT DTEHLO LOMLIET L& bl —verse 94.



Such conviction and confidence expressed so succintly arising
from personal direct perception must have attracted the great Yogi
Sri Thirumazhisai Piran. It is said that Sri Thirumazhisai Piran,
took to Bhakti marga being influenced by Sri Pei Azhwar. The
benedictory verse reads "Owm&SpLeT  Sl(HwylemsLiyrest

osTCeurss eum@w". In fact one can see the Guru — Sishya

Bhava in the shrine of AdhiKesava Perumal in Mylaopore even
today between the two Azhwars depicting this association.

All the three Thiruvandhadhies by these ancient great souls
expound the eternal Truth and shed bright light on superior
devotion, true knowledge and afford the glimpses of that blissful
Bhagavatanubhavam that they all felt. Perhaps for these reasons
the first three Thiruvandhadhies are recited at the sanctum of the
Lord of Thiruvenkatam on the day of the Karthigai Deepam to
represent the lights that they lit on that dark stormy night.



